Laparoscopic investigation of the bovine ovary in the periovulatory phase of the cycle.
Laparoscopy, in combination with a rapid radioimmunoassay for plasma-LH determination, has been used to predict and observe ovulation in heifers. Experiments on three animals with typical progesterone levels, LH levels and apex formation are described. Ovulation was observed from 25 h to 29 h after the beginning of LH rise and from 17 h to 19 h after LH peak. The LH peak lasted for 9 h to 11 h. Cow ovulation was observed and photographed. The preovulatory follicle, apex formation, ovulation and freshly ruptured follicles are illustrated. The results presented here demonstrate that laparoscopy could offer valuable diagnostic assistance in clinical veterinary medicine.